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Friday 30 January, 2009

Dear Parents / Carers,

PLAYGROUND RULES
It has been brought to my attention by a couple of parents that there is some confusion regarding playtimes and lunchtimes, as to what the children are or are not allowed to do.
The playground rules taken from our Playground Rules Policy are as follows:

1. We can use small balls and other equipment at lunchtimes.

2. We share the equipment and put it away safely when we have finished playing.

3. We never play fight.

4. We finish our snack before playing and put all our rubbish in the green bins.

5. We always play on the playground.

6. When we hear the whistle, we stand still ready to listen.

7. When told, we walk to our lines and stand quietly ready for our teacher.
As you can see from the list of rules, there is no mention of running or ‘tag’ games being banned on the playground.  Having spoken with all the children, it is very evident that they do not like getting hurt or being pushed over when a simple game of ‘tag’ gets out of hand.  Games such as ‘Bulldog’, ‘Cops & Robbers’ usually result in a child being injured and as such, are banned.  Teachers are very aware of the necessity for children to exercise and release energy.  In fact, it has a very positive effect on learning and is actively encouraged.  However, safety of pupils is the overriding factor in all our decisions and rules.  This includes indoor playtimes when the surface of the playground is dangerous.

During our discussions with the children, they highlighted many aspects of playtime and lunchtime which they enjoy.  We have taken on board their suggestions for additional equipment which we will endeavour to provide. 

In a recent assembly regarding whole school behaviour we looked at the school golden rules, listed below:

· We are always kind, polite and helpful to everyone in our school.

·  We do as we are asked the first time.
·  We keep our hands and feet to ourselves.

·  We do not use bad language or tease others.

·  We always walk around our school and to and from the playground.

·  We look after our school and our equipment.
In this assembly we spoke about the importance of everybody walking inside and around the school for health and safety reasons.  I am sure you can all see the importance of this rule, which features in our Health and Safety Policy.

To ensure all children remain happy and safe during the school day it is essential that both sets of rules are followed. All members of staff are working very hard to ensure these rules are followed and that all children are treated fairly.

I hope this clears up any misunderstandings regarding our rules.  Our main consideration is always the enjoyment for all children whilst maintaining their safety.

Yours Sincerely

Mrs Hodson

HEADTEACHER


